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1. Introductm

When the Communists took over

!—\nn Mlitary Aug% Wjesty King Boris III| |

thﬂmr-ntotm’rumnu ttuotm they immed
stationed iarge ssmbers of troops arowid Aeldé. They u:::.i::d
this pnmu-mwmu- tic military resistaace in Sofia
could coms omly from the studemts at t the Academy. Quantitiec of ar-
mMasnt and esmmmition vere available to the cadets. such
resistaace would have taken place had not the penstrated the
staff of the Academy. These officers, fully iaformed of Cammmist
:::.nlqm acted immediately aud cautioned the students against

Onoe the Commmmists were estadlished ia Sofia changed e
the Kine Bergs Military Academy. It is aev oy :t
lunml“.
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2, The Peoples Military Academy

a. The Military Academy of Xing Boris III /bereafter referred to as the Peoples
Military Acalssy/ is locsted in the southwestern section of Sofia. The
facilities inclwiing dcrmitories are adequate to howse approximately 1500
Jjunkers [pre-Commmnist name for cadets/ and instructors.

b. Up to 1948 (as in formsr years) the Bulgarian Government admitted 160 students
t0 the Acadsay yearly. At no time were over 120 of these students retained.
Approximately 40 aspirants fell by the wayside each year. Elimimation took
place on the basis of health; and failure to meet the acadsmic requirements.
The curriculua at the Peoples Military Academy for many years was set up on
a five year basis. During World War II, however, vbea Bulgaria desired mora
than the normal percetims rumber of career officers, the program was shostened
to four years. No instruction or courses were sacrificed during this period
(four years of study), rether the progrem was intensified. Yacations were
shortensd and the day of study lengthened. Once World War II terminated, the
curriculum vas again returned to five years.

c. The first three years of military education were dsvoted largely to military
subjects vith comsideradle eaiphtsis placed on Infantry treinimg. Once officer
candidates [Juhrﬂ had successfully completed the first three ysars of study
they were assigned to warious specialties such as Artillery, Commmnications,
Eogineering, etc.

3. Creding

Students vere greded on & soale which réaged from the mumeral one to mumeral 12.
I? any stulent received & merk of six cr less in three subdjects he vae dismissed
fram the Academy. The top three students (scholastically) at the end of the
third year vere permitted to choose their specialty. Every stwient viose grade
wvas 10.33 or grester vas automatically grezted the privilege of applying for
either the Artillery or the Inginsers. Iz reality there were always more students
in the 10.33 (greds average) growp than there were vacancies in the Artillery

or Engineers. Comsegquanmtly, such students drew lots for the existing vacanciss.
Special examimations were convensd for studemts who desired to make a career of
either the Air Corps or the Cawalry.

4. Curriculum - First Year

a. Ruphasis for the first year stresses compreheasive theory of emall arms such
as the rifle, pistol, and light machine gums.

b. Platocs fumctics and treiniag wes gives. The philosophy waderlying such train- 20X 1-HUM

ing was to teach "emmll wmite ia cembat.” The Bulgariaa field platocs
11 mem.

In our
sore adaptable. By 1943 the izstructers ia enpmsising troop v i\
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(1) His math courses for the first year consist of algebrs, trigonometry,
s01id and plane geometry and mathematical projects [various problems
assigned by individual instructors/.

(2) Eistory. During tbe first year he takes & course in world history.
In this course (a gemeral survey) the worid by and large is covered
in repid fashiom. Nowever, history of tiie peripherel countries (Bulgaria's
neighbors) is given extensive coverage. Nilitary elements are stressed.

(3) Maps. The first year course in maps is intended to teech the student in
mp reading.

e. Lunch is awmilable from 12:00 vo 12:30 PM., Cadeis have & free period from
1:00 to 2:00 FM. It 1s referrsd to as the "relaxation period’.

f. The dinner hour beging at 6:00 PM and ends at 6:30 PM.

g. Supervised study begins at 7:00 PM and ends at 9:00 PM. Hov-ver, students
desirous of additional study are permitted to burn the o0il until 1)_.:00 P,

h. Classes conveas until Saturday noon.
1, 1Inspection is held every morning.

3. Up to 1948 Pirst ysar stuldents were given a pass on Bunday [fro- 10:00 AM
Sunday until 6:00 PX Sunday/.

k. Junkers (cadets) upper classmen were given a Sunday pass vhich permitted them
to leave the campus at 8:00 AN apd return by 10:00 PK.

5. Curriculum and Treining - Second Year

a. The theory of smll arms and training given during the first year is put into
actual practice. Field practice in the use of these arms continmues for the
entire academic year. Due to the mature of the terrein, special empbasis
is placed on the use of the rifle., As & result; most Bulgarian officers are
outstanding riflemen.

b. BEelative to formatioms, three platoon combipations up to & cospany drill
together for puryoscus of teaching the oadsts laxger unit tactics. This trein-
mmmmmmuleonuapmd‘ﬁmmﬁm
2:00 to 5:00 . Om twn of these days the hours from h:00 to 5:00 BM aye
spent in knife oombat treining.

6. Curriculum and Treiaing - Third Year

s. Ve began to study A/A particularly ssall bore such es 20 mm. Neavy guns such
as maxims, N°3h Gerwnn guasy, ote.

b. Gremads treianing vas taught every year, Wt during the third year it vas ir-
temsifisd. Our gremade truiaing ccasisted of the followiag:

the
(2) The ressenisg bohisd such gresnds treining ves that it would develop
our
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c. nmmmmnn.mmmm third year. ‘course
intensive but only basic in matwre. D-l.:.::u tnm-.-:m consttered & "
:{::m:::uﬂutm’nmcmmﬂuwm- -

Hetpate D1 gumt of “damo” instrestis, -
rmm “‘m.‘ M,‘ mwhut’:nmcockuﬂ S0X1-HUM

d. With referense to mortare, |
Gimn 11618 tmtructions in oms tach mmruney hae o b scM00L Tese, || 50X1-HUM
e. By the end of & C h .
also incluied ::.m,"" W ﬂ: Ovuersl mth curriculum vhich 50X1-HUM

f. HMsatory. mmmmmmus'
= thn "
vith comsideredle exgiasis upos military } "0:‘:?-6: of Bulgeriau history

T AMM!_‘E TNt
8. At the ead of n.mma-—q . specialized courses “Mﬂhryz 50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM

b. Por the Tollowisg one and cne Mlf yesrs | |Artillery courses comsisted of: 50X1-HUM
(1) 2twuw::~ua—mm71/autom1/ecu. This
Oourse covered ome calendar year of study. During this yeor |  |a 50X1-HUM

(2) Classroom (text wosk and theory) imclwded: 50X1-HUM

&) The wee of the horse in varfare
gb; n-ou.ogmhm
c) The theory of firing and fire pover
L ]

} Artillery tacties, strategy
Rilitary geogrephy
1) Map stely aad map making
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